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Future Gymnastics Stars Set to Compete in 

the National Gymnastics Challenge.  

Tickets On-Sale Saturday.

(February 15, 2008, ATHENS, GA) – The future stars of gymnastics will take the stage in Athens in the inaugural National Gymnastics Challenge presented by The Peoples Bank.  The event will take place on Friday, March 14 through Sunday, March 16 at Ramsey Student Center at The University of Georgia.  Tickets go on-sale this Saturday, February 16.

     
The National Gymnastics Challenge (NGC) is a USA Gymnastics sanctioned event for girls and young women in Age Group competition levels 3-10/Open.  USA Gymnastics is the governing body of Gymnastics in the United States.  To date, NGC has attracted more than 800 gymnasts from across Georgia and the Southeast and from around the United States.  NGC is part of a multi-event weekend including a Collegiate Meet featuring The University of Georgia “Gym Dogs” battling arch rival UCLA.  The Gym Dogs, led by legendary Head Coach Suzanne Yoculan, are seeking their fourth consecutive NCAA title.  
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“This will be a spectacular weekend for Gymnastics in Athens.  NGC and the

Collegiate Meet taking place on the same weekend is a fabulous combination,” says Alan Jacoby, Managing Director of Athens based Impact Entertainment, the event organizer of the National Gymnastics Challenge.  “We are bringing a lot of folks to town.  Our goal is for the gymnasts, coaches, families and spectators to experience a well-organized, first class competition.  We are hopefully on a path to establish one of the premier meets in the United States,” continues Jacoby.

Athens Convention & Visitors Bureau Director Chuck Jones says, “the National Gymnastics Challenge is an ideal event for Athens and capitalizes on the strong gymnastics tradition at UGA.  It will attract youth amateur participants, who will bring their families and friends, generating significant economic impact for Athens-Clarke County.”

A portion of the proceeds from NGC will benefit Athens Regional Foundation, the charitable arm of Athens Regional Medical Center.  “the National Gymnastics Challenge is an excellent event to educate young women and the community at large about the importance of good health and health awareness,” states Helene Schwartz, Foundation Director.  “We value the long relationship we have with the University of Georgia Gym Dogs in working towards this awareness,” continues Schwartz.  The Athens Regional Foundation and UGA Gym Dogs originally forged a relationship when funds were raised for the Athens Regional Breast Health Center to honor Talya Vexler, former UGA gymnast.

The National Gymnastics Challenge is presented by The Peoples Bank.  “We are very excited to be involved in such a noteworthy community event.  With the opening
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of our new office in Athens, the National Gymnastics Challenge is a great beginning for building strong community relationships by “Doing More” which is what The Peoples Bank represents,” says Margaret Whieldon, Executive Vice President/Marketing for The Peoples Bank.  NGC is also supported by other sponsors including American Airlines, Alpha Factor, AAI, Wynn-Wynn Athletic, Inside Gymnastics magazine, Athens Banner Herald, The Classic Center, Athens Convention & Visitors Bureau and Magic 102.1FM.

Tickets for the National Gymnastics Challenge go on-sale this Saturday, February 16.  Tickets are $12 in advance and may be purchased on the official NGC web site at www.nationalgymnasticschallenge.com.  There are no additional charges or fees when purchasing online.  During the NGC weekend, tickets may be purchased online or at the door of the Ramsey Center for $15.  Sessions begin at 11 AM on Friday, March 14 and 8 AM on Saturday and Sunday, March 15 and 16.  Children 5 & under are free.

For the latest news, information and opportunity to win great prizes visit www.nationalgymnasticschallenge.com.
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