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National Gymnastics Challenge

Set to Begin Friday, March 14

(March 5, 2008, ATHENS, GA) – Over 750 gymnasts representing 55 Teams from across Georgia and the Southeast and from around the United States are set to start competition in the National Gymnastics Challenge presented by The Peoples Bank.  The event will take place on Friday, March 14 through Sunday, March 16 at Ramsey Student Center at The University of Georgia.


The National Gymnastics Challenge (NGC) is a USA Gymnastics sanctioned event for girls and young women in Age Group competition levels 3-10/Open.  USA Gymnastics is the governing body of Gymnastics in the United States.  NGC is part of a multi-event weekend including a Collegiate Meet featuring The University of Georgia Gym Dogs battling archrival UCLA, Saturday, March 15.  “It is very motivating to young gymnasts to compete on a college campus and be exposed to a collegiate meet of the caliber of Georgia vs. UCLA,” according to Suzanne Yoculan, legendary Gym Dogs Head Coach.  “The gymnasts will get to see first hand the opportunities which are available to them if they continue to work hard.  The Georgia team and coaches welcome the future gymnastics stars of tomorrow to Athens,” continues Coach Yoculan.

-More-
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One team to watch this weekend is the Las Vegas Gymcats, former team of freshman UGA gymnast, Cassidy McComb.  “We really enjoy going to these meets, where, not only can we have a great competition, but we can get to see some exciting NCAA gymnastics,” says Jill Enrietta, Gymcats Girls Head Coach.  “I love for the kids at Gymcats to see how all their hard work can pay off if they can get a scholarship and have the honor of competing for a college team.  We also love cheering on our former Gymcats,” adds Coach Enrietta.

NGC is organized by Athens based Impact Entertainment in association with USA Sports Production.  Linda Barclay, NGC Competition Director from USA Sports Production, plans more than 28 gymnastics, dance and cheer competitions annually.  Barclay, the former Director of Events for USA Gymnastics, produced the Gymnastics competition for the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta and served as the Competition Director for the 2003 World Championships.  “It is great to be able to bring my event experience to the age group level and create a competition where all gymnasts participating can have fun in a competitive environment.  We have done our job if each and every participant remembers the weekend as a fun, positive experience and can’t wait to return next year,” states Barclay.
The National Gymnastics Challenge is presented by The Peoples Bank.  NGC is also supported by Akins Mazda, American Airlines, Alpha Factor, AAI, Wynn-Wynn Athletic, Inside Gymnastics magazine, Athens Banner-Herald, The Classic Center, Athens Convention & Visitors Bureau and Magic 102.1FM.  A portion of the proceeds from NGC will benefit Athens Regional Foundation, the charitable arm of Athens Regional Medical Center.  
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Tickets for the National Gymnastics Challenge are on-sale now $12 in advance and may be purchased on the official NGC web site at www.nationalgymnasticschallenge.com.  There are no additional charges or fees when purchasing online.  During the NGC weekend, tickets may be purchased online or at the door of the Ramsey Center for $15.  Sessions begin at 11 AM on Friday, March 14 and 8 AM on Saturday and Sunday, March 15 and 16.  Children 5 & under are free.

For the latest news, information and opportunity to win great prizes visit www.nationalgymnasticschallenge.com.
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